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MA History 

1. The 6th Century BCE chronology is NOT associated with one of the following: 
A) Urbanization in the Ganges Plain 
B) The Rise of Magadha 
C) Gautama Buddha 
D) Accession of Ajatashatru ( ) 

2. The Harappan seals depict and also throw light on: 
A) Tigers and Rhinoceroses 
B) Trade with Mesopotamia 
C) Horse 
D) System of stamping goods ( ) 

3. In whose reign the Hunas attacked north India? 
A) Kanishka, Kushana King 
B) Chandra Gupta I 
C) Skandagupta 
D) Harshavardhana ( ) 

4. What following event did NOT take place in Indian history between 1075-1200 CE? 
A) Establishment of the Ganga kingdom 
B) Embassy of Chola merchants to China 
C) Kalhana writes the Rajatarangini 
D) Sun temple at Konarak ( ) 

5. During the 8th and 13th Centuries CE,. the following kingdoms fought for political sway on 
India. 

A) Rashtrakutas 
B) Turvasa and the Bharatas 
C) Gurjara-Pratiharas 
D) Solankis and Paramaras or Pawars ( ) 

6. Vajjians, Videhas and Sakyas during the 5th and 6th centuries BCE are examples of 
A) Chiefdoms 
B) Kingdoms 
C) Republics 
D) Empires ( ) 

7. The arrival of Arbs in Sind happened in the following century: 
A) 6th Century CE 
B) 7th Century CE 
C) 9th Century CE 
D) 10th Century CE ( ) 
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8. Which one of the following is a famous Neolithic site? 
A) Aihole 
B) Burzahom 
C) Arikamedu 
D) Pllavaram ( ) 

9. Silk Route was a famous trading route connecting: 
A) Rome and West Asia 
B) West Asia and Europe 
C) China and Western World 
D) Mediterranean and Indian Ocean ( ) 

10. Nalanda University was founded by: 
A) Kumara Gupta 
B) Chandra Gupta 
C) Samudra Gupta 
D) Skanda Gupta ( ) 

11. The Charavakas, an atheistic sect during the ancient period, was led by: 
A) Makkhali Goshala 
B) Ajita Kesakambala 
C) Sanjaya Belatthiputa 
D) Nagarasena ( ) 

12. Which of the association of the text(s) with the period is NOT correct? 
A) c.1500-900 BCE - Rig Veda (oral and written) 
B) c.300 BCE-500 CE - Jaina Anga (Limbs) and texts 
C) c.380-230 BCE - Mahabharata 
D) c.450 CE - Kama Sutra ( ) 

13. In historical time the movements of armies influenced the history of India. Which one the 

following is an exception? 
A) Achaemenid emperor, Cyrus, conquered North-Western India in about 530 BCE 
B) Kushanas' conquests had pushed the Shakas South and Eastwards India 
C) The Chalukyas in Deccan were overthrown by the Rashtrakutas, in 8th and 9th C. 
D) Cholas (907-1300) were overthrown by Arabs from the West ( ) 

14. District officers during the era of the Gupta dynasty were called 
A) Ayuktakas 
B) Adhikaris 
C) Pradesikas 
D) Mandalikas ( ) 
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15. The most important Pallava structures, from the perspective of art and architecture are: 
A) Kailasanadha temple 
B) Rathas at Mamallapuram 
C) Architecture of Elura 
D) Pallava architecture are always lions, and never tigers ( ) 

16. Who were the successors to Satavahanas? 
A) Ikshvakus 
B) Anandas and Salankayanas 
C) Vishnukundins and Kadambas 
D) All of the above ( ) 

17. Which of the following classical accounts ofIndia are related to the reconstructing of 
ancient Indian history? 

A) Herodotus, Arrian and Ptolemy 
B) Strabo, Justin and Plutarch 
C) Peri plus Maris Erythraei 
D) All of the above ( ) 

18. The period from 200 BCE to 300 CE witnessed a remarkable change in fndian economy, 
which is characterised by 

A) Increasing visibility of the merchant and the artisan classes 
B) Decline of urban centres and rise of rural economy 
C) Central Asia into the orbit of the Indian merchants 
D) Yavana traders from eastern Mediterranean to southern and western India ( ) 

19. The early history of south India has been reconstructed from diverse sources and they are: 
A) Arabic 
B) Tamil poems of the Shangam literature 
C) Ptolemy's Geography 
D) Megalithic burials, inscriptions in Tamil Brahmi 

20. The following statement about the Ajivikas, an unorthodox sect, is NOT correct: 
A) Was founded by Gosala Maskariputra 
B) Practised complete nudity 
C) They enjoyed prosperity under Gupta dynasty 
D) Survived till 14th century in Eastern Mysore and Madras areas ( ) 

21. The following statement about the Mahabharata is NOT correct 
A) It consists of65,000 stanzas, most of them of thirty-two syllables 
B) The Santi Parva, is the longest text on statecraft and ethics, recited by Bhisma 
C) Story ofNala and Damayanti, told to Yudhisthira, to convince him of evil of 

gambling 
D) It contains as an episode, the story of Rama ( ) 
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22. Gurjaras, who became rulers in Rajasthan in the Seventh Century CE, migrated from 
A) Southeast Asia 
B) West Asia 
C) Central Asia 
D) Afghanistan 

23. The origin of the Kushanas is traced to 
A) Yueh Chi tribe 
B) Sakas 
C) Persians 
D) Mongols ( ) 

24. Periplu Maris Erythraei (Periplus of the Erythrean Sea) was written by 
A) Hippalus 
B) Vasco da Gama 
C) Ptolemy 
D) Anonymous author 

25. Allahabad pillar inscription prominently mentions the achievements of 
A) Ashoka 
B) Chandra Gupta 
C) Samudra Gupta 
D) Harisena ( ) 

26. Information about astronomy and geometry is provided in 
A) Taittiriya Brahmana 
B) Aitareya Brahmana 
C) laiminiya Brahmana 
D) Chandoga Brahmana ( ) 

27. Indian component of the Persian empire under Darius I did NOT consist of the following 
regIOn: 

A) Sind 
B) Afghanistan 
C) Baluchistan 
D) Rajasthan ( ) 

28. The author of 'Buddha-charita' was 
A) Asvaghosha 
B) Bhasa 
C) Bana 
D) Harsha ( ) 

29. Ashtadhyayi, a Sanskrit grammar treatise, was written about 500 BCE, by 
A) Patanjali 
B) Bhavabhuti 
C) Katyayana 
D) Panini 
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30. Bodhisattva is 
A) Previous incarnation of the Buddha 
B) First monk 
C) Donor to Buddhism 
D) Buddhist philosopher 

31. The town of Daulatabad was built by 
A) Ala aI-Din Khalji 
B) Sher Shah 
C) Khizr Khan 
D) Muhammad bin Tughlaq ( ) 

32. SABHA was a Brahmanical village institution under the rule of 
A) Hoysalas 
B) Pallavas 
C) Cholas 
D) Rashtrakutas ( ) 

33. Rana Sanga was in the 16th century the ruler of 
A) Mewar 
B) Chitor 
C) Jaipur 
D) Udaipur ( ) 

34. The city of Delhi was first built in the medieval period by 
A) Rajputs of Rajasthan 
B) Jats of Punjab 
C) Yadavs of Agra 
D) Tomaras of Haryana ( ) 

35.Somanath, a town off the coast of Gujarat, was plundered in the 11th century by 
A) Mahmud Ghazni 
B) Muhammud Ghauri 
C) Balban 
D) Iltutmish ( ) 

36. Who among the following used to look after the army during the Sultanate Period? 
A) Naib 
B) Wazir 
C) Qazi 
D) Ariz-i-Mumaliq ( ) 

37. Which among the following historical accounts was NOT written during the reign of 
Akbar? 

A) Tarikh-i-Ferishta 
B) Humayun-nama 
C) Tarikh-i-Shershahi 
D) Tabakat-i-Akbari ( ) 
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38. Which Sultan of Delhi got Qutb Minar repaired, cleaned the derelict Hauz Khas, and 
erected on its bank a spacious madrasa? 

A) Iltutmish 
B) Alauddin Khilji 
C) Firuz Tughlaq 
D) Sikandar Lodi ( ) 

39. The Ilbari ruler who introduced Sijada, Paibos and Nauroz to the Delhi Sultanate was 
A) Qutbuddin Aibak 
B) Iltutmish 
C) Balban 
D) Bahram Shah ( ) 

40. Identify the foreign traveller who wrote an account of the Bahmani kingdom 
A) A Nikitin 
8) Ralph Fitch 
C) Nicolo Conti 
D) F Nuniz ( ) 

41. 'Mawarun Nahr' was the Arabic term for the central Asian region of 
A) Farghana 
B) Khurasan 
C) Khwarizm 
D) Transoxiana ( ) 

42. Which one of the following Sultans brought the Ashokan pillar to Delhi? 
A) Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq 
B) Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq 
C) Firoz Tughlaq 
D) Sikandar Lodi ( ) 

43. Title of the book in which Amir Khusrau described the conquest of Alauddin Khilji is 
A) Khazain-ul-Futuh 
B) Nuh-i-Siphr 
C) Mifta-ul-Futuh 
D) Tughlaq Nama ( ) 

44. Who established Diwan-i-Khairat? 
A) Alauddin Khilji 
B) Firoz Tughlaq 
C) Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq 
D) Iltutmish ( ) 

45. The work in which Sultan Firoz Shah wrote about his victories was titled 
A) Tarikh-i-Firoz Shahi 
B) Futuhat-i-Firoz Shahi 
C) Sirat-i-Firoz Shah 
D) Fatwa-i-Jahandari ( ) 
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46. Who was the highest judicial officer in the medieval state after the Sultan? 
A) Qazi-ul-Quzat 
B) Dabir-i-Khas 
C) Sadr-ul-Sudur 
D) Diwan-i-Risalat ( ) 

47. Who among the following in South India did NOT accept the sovereignty of Alauddin 
Khil"? J1. 

A) Hoyasalas 
B) Yadavas 
C) Kakatiyas 
D) Pandyas ( ) 

48. Vallabhacharya, the bhakti teacher of the 16th century, became most popular in the 
province of 

A) Sind 
B) Gujarat 
C) Rajputana 
D) Punjab ( ) 

49. Zamorins were, 
A) Parsee elites on the west coast 
B) Portuguese settlers in Goa 
C) Rulers of Cali cut on the Malabar coast 
D) French settlers in Pondicherry ( ) 

50. The technology of gun-powered based rocket reached India from China in the 
A) 13th century 
B) 15th century 
C) 16th century 
D) 17th century ( 

51. The sixth Dalai Lama Tsangyang Gyatso (1683-1706) hailed from the following part of 
India: 

A) Sikkim 
B) Tawang 
C) Darjeeling 
D) Ladakh ( ) 

52. In what language, Sirappuranam, a work on the life of the Prophet Muhammad, was 
written? 

A) Malayalam 
B) Konkani 
C) Kannada 
~~ () 
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53. In whose rule the famous 'Uttaraimerur' inscription, which describes the working ofthe 
Sabha was produced? 

A) Parantaka 1 
B) Vijayalaya 
C) RajaRaja 
~~~ ( ) 

54. Valangai and Idangai in medieval South India refer to 
A) North- and South-oriented mathas 
B) Right- and Left-hand castes 
C) East- and West-facing streets 
D) Higher and Lower strata of merchants ( ) 

55. The most important item that the Vijayanagara rulers imported from Portugal was 
A) Gunpowder 
B) Artillery 
C) Horses 
D) Cannons ( ) 

56. Which following text is the most important source for the study of medieval Manipur? 
A) Cheitaron Kumpapa 
B) Ahom Buranji 
C) Tripura Rajmala 
D) Burmese royal chronicles ( ) 

57. Which following territory was the bone of contention between the Vijayanagara and the 
Bahmanis? 

A) Bellary 
B) Orissa 
C) Raichur Doab 
~~ () 

58. During the Chola period, which one of the following sequences correctly describes the 
hierarchy of administrative divisions? 

A) Kurram, mandalam, valanadu 
B) Kurram, nagaram, mandalam 
C) Mandalam, valanadu, kurram 
D) Nadu, nadu-nadu, perur ( ) 

59. The first Vijayanagara ruler to enter into treaty with the Portuguese was 
A) RamaRaya 
B) Achyuta Raya 
C) Deva Raya II 
D) Krishnadeva Raya 

60. The Afaqis in medieval Deccan were 
A) Immigrant Muslims from West Asia 
B) Representatives of the Khalifa 
C) Followers of the Sufi orders 
D) Shias ( ) 
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61. Dyarchy in the provinces was introduced as part of 
A) Morley-Minto Refonns 
B) Montagu-Chelmsford Refonns 
C) Government of India Act of 1935 
D) Simon Commission Recommendations ( ) 

62. Lucknow Pact was signed between 
A) Muslim League of Government of India 
B) Hindu Mahasabha and Congress 
C) Congress and Government of India 
D) Congress and Muslim League ( ) 

63. The transfer of Indian capital from Calcutta to Delhi happened during the reign of 
A) Edward I 
B) Edward II 
C) George V 
D) Queen Victoria ( ) 

64. Christian missionaries were pennitted to enter India in large numbers following the 
passage of 

A) Charter Act of 1793 
B) Charter Act of 1813 
C) Charter Act of 1833 
D) Charter Act of 1853 ( ) 

65. The North Indian province that featured prominently in the Revolt of 1857 was 
A) Awadh 
B) Agra 
C) Bihar 
D) Punjab ) 

66. The dynasty of Wodeyar was associated with the state of 
A) Kochi 
B) Travancore 
C) Mysore 
D) Thanjavur ( ) 

67. The surname of Scindia is associated with the princely state of 
A) Jhansi 
B) Indore 
C) Gwalior 
D) Satara ( ) 

68. Rabindranath Tagore's novel, The Home and the World, was written with the backdrop of 
A) Swadeshi Movement 
B) Non-Cooperation Movement 
C) Bengal Famine of 1943 
D) Quit India Movement ( ) 
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69. The states of the Indian Union, Chhatisgarh and lharkhand, were created in the year 
A) 1995 
B) 2000 
C) 2005 
D) 2010 ( ) 

70. The Muslim League was founded in 1906 by 
A) Muhammad Ali linnah 
B) Syed Ahmed Khan 
C) Aga Khan 
D) Muhammad Iqbal ( ) 

71. Ilbert Bill, which was introduced in 1883, sought to allow 
A) European judges to try the Indian accused 
B) European judges to try the European accused 
C) Indian judges to try the Indian accused 
D) Indian judges to try the European accused ( ) 

72. Jallianwala Bagh protest and shooting happened in the backdrop of 
A) Gandhian agitation against indigo cultivation 
B) Non-Cooperation Movement 
C) Akali mobilization of Sikh peasants 
D) Agitation against the Rowlatt Act ( ) 

73. The Age of Consent Act of 1891 which sought to raise the age of maniage for girls was 
opposed by the following Indian leader 

A) Gopalkrislma Gokhale 
B) M GRanade 
C) B G Tilak 
D) Aurobindo Ghosh ) 

74. Taluqdars, a group of landlords, werc to be found in the following province of British 

India 
A) North-Western Frontier Province 
B) United Provinces 
C) Punjab 
D) Sind ( ) 

75. The following Indian was once a member of the British House of Commons 
A) Dadabhai Naoroji 
B) Badruddin Tyabji 
C) W.C Bonnerjee 
D) Surendranath Banerjee ( ) 

76. The first all-India census was conducted in the year 
A) 1861 
B) 1871 
C) 1881 
D) 1891 ( ) 
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77. Which one of the following was NOT a martial race, as per the British classification? 
A) Gurkhas 
B) Sikhs 
C) Pathans 
D) Kayasthas ( ) 

78. The Viceroy ofIndia at the time of the founding of the Indian National Congress in 1885 
was 

A) Lytton 
B) Ripon 
C) Dufferin 
D) Lansdowne ( ) 

79. The most important taxation during the 19th century in colonial India was 
A) Income tax 
B) Wealth tax 
C) Customs duty 
D) Land revenue ( ) 

80. The first Indian to join the Indian Civil Service was 
A) Debendranath Tagore 
B) Satyendranath Tagore 
C) R.C Dutt 
D) W.C Bonnerjee ( ) 

81. The Governor General of India during the Revolt of 1857 was 
A) Dalhousie 
B) Canning 
C) Elgin 
D) John Lawrence ( ) 

82. The revolutionary leader who was drawn to the ideology of socialism and who wrote the 
tract, "Why I am an Atheist", was 

A) Batukeshwar Dutt 
B) Bhagat Singh 
C) Surya Sen 
m~~ () 

83. Subhas Bose founded the Indian National Army in 1942 in 
A) Singapore 
B) Japan 
C) Burma 
D) Germany ( ) 

84. The following region was NOT directly administered by the British 
A) Berar 
B) Bihar 
C) Baroda 
D) Berhampur ( ) 
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85. In the Bengal election of 1937, the following party won a maj ority 
A) Congress 
B) Muslim League 
C) Krishak Praj a Party 
D) Unionist Party ( ) 

86. The pamphlet "Hindutva Who is a Hindu?" was written by 
A) M.S Golwalkar 
B) Madan Mohan Malaviya 
C) V.D Savarkar 
D) M.R Jayakar ( ) 

87. Split between Moderates and Extremists in the Indian National Congress during the 
annual session that took place at 

A) Nagpur 
B) Surat 
C) Rajkot 
mfu~ ( ) 

88. Which one of the following politicians did Gandhi regard as his political guru? 
A) Aurobindo Ghosh 
B) Motilal Nehru 
C) E.G Tilak 
D) G.K Gokhale ( ) 

89. Architecture and town planning for the city of New Delhi was planned by 
A) Le Corbusier 
B) Edwin Lutyens 
C) Laurie Baker 
D) Frank Lloyd Wright ( ) 

90. Non-Brahmin politics in the electoral arena in pre-1947 South India were represented by 

A) Liberal Party 
B) Republican Party 
C) Dravida Kazhagam 
D) Justice Party ( ) 

91. Berlin Wall was dismantled in the year 
A) 1978 
B) 1989 
C) 1996 
D) 2001 ( ) 

92. The trials of Nazi military leaders for war crimes were known as 
A) Gettysburg trials 
B) St Petersburg trials 
C) Hamburg trials 
D) Nuremberg trials ( ) 
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93. The following republic was NOT part of the erstwhile USSR 
A) Latvia 
B) Georgia 
C) Bulgaria 
D) Kirghiz ( ) 

94. Spanish Civil War took place in the decade of the 
A) 1940s 
B) 1930s 
C) 1920s 
D) 1910s ( ) 

95. The following empire was officially dissolved in 1922 
A) The Safavid Empire 
B) The Portuguese Empire 
C) The Austro-Hungarian Empire 
D) The Ottoman Empire ) 

96. The majority religion in the Republic of Ireland is 
A) Catholicism 
B) Protestantism 
C) Evangelicalism 
D) Anglicanism ( ) 

97. The American Civil War was fought in the United States over the question of 
A) Civil Rights 
B) Slavery 
C) Adult Franchise 
D) Feudalism ( ) 

98. The following was NOT ancient Greek city 
A) Athens 
B) Sparta 
C) Venice 
D) Corinth ( ) 

99. The Aztec Civilization flourished in the region of 
A) Argentina 
B) Brazil 
C) Costa Rica 
D) Mexico ( ) 

100. The capital of the Byzantine Empire was 
A) Baghdad 
B) Teheran 
C) Jerusalem 
D) Istanbul ( ) 
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PART A - COMPREIIENSION PASSAGES

Part A; Section I

On the basir of carefully reading the Comprehension Passage below, answer

questions 1-15.

During the fust half of the nineteenth century, many workers began to consider

themilves members of the working class, with interests that were different &om those of
their employers and the middle class. They began to have a sense of community based ori

a belief in tie digrity of labour. This class consciousness did not spring up ovemight, an{

it is diffrcglt to dx a certain point in time when it did develop. Moreover, certainly not all

workers became conscious of themselves as a class apart. Great differences in skills and

rvork experience remained among workers in different countries and even among workers

in the same region, or city, and between make and female workers. other identities

continued to be important io workers, such as those of family and motherhood, cultural

identity gtemislr, venetian, welsh, etc), religious . adherence, and village and

neighbourhood solidaritY'

Urban artisans were the first workers to begin to express class consciousness, sharing the

frustrations and goals of other workers. This process began early in the nineleenth

century in Engl*4 uttttowtt it was not until the early 1830s that one can speak of a

cohesive class-identity; it began in the 1840s in France and in some areas of the German

states, and later in other countries.

Large-scale industrialization had deleterious consequences for many trades, threatening

the 
"connol 

craftsmen had maintained for centuries over their work. Changes in artisanal

production were a Europe-wide phenomenon, Artisans had traditionally organized

ihemselues by trades into guilds, which enabled them to control entry into their hades,

the training of apprentices, and production, even if guild contols had not be able to

protect all-workirs from market forces (for example, from rural cottage production).
'shoemak"o, 

mff;ons, and tailors, among tlose in other trades, retained their own craft

organizations. Rival associations within the same trade sometimes engaged in bitter'

viilent battles. Furthermore, even within trades, hierarchies of skill and remuneration

remained.

As a number of states followed France's lead in l79l by barming gUilds in the name of

economic liberalism, the number of artisans expanded rapidly because there were no legal

restrictions to entering a given craft. Journeymen, having completed their

apprenticeships, wer" mo." uncertain than ever before about whether they would become

.uste.s una **td employ their own joumeymen and take on apprentices. In Prussia, the

number of masters inciease.d by only about half between 1816 and 1849; the number of
journeymen and apprentices aspiring to a mastership 

_more 
than doubled during the same

p"riod. etti.*r' confratemities and trade associations (some of which govemments

Ll"*t d, even if they were technically illegal) facilitated the emergence of working-class
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consciousness (although in places where they helped to maintain trade exclusiveness,

they may have delayed its emergence).

..De-skilling" reduced the income and status of workers like tailors and skilled

seamsnessi by taking away opportunities for them to lork for piece rates and_ wages

;;t-h.d ;;*'.amea] fUerctrairimanufacturers, some of them former tailors who had

been able to save some money, put work out to master and journeymen tailors, but asked

,f,"- i" p"rf""r a single tast, zu"fr as making sleeves, in retum for less money than if
t1,!,-1,u6'-1fu the Jntire suit. Mechanization also gradually began to undercut tailors

by producing ready-made clothes.

l. Modem factory system of production functions by

A) Dividing a single task into multiple tasks

B) Uniting multiple tasks into a singlelask
C) Having no impact on the number oftasks

D) Making workers versatile

2. Mechanization ofcloth production and ready-made clothing

A) Increased the opportunities for independent tailors

Bi Decreesed the opportrmities for independent tailors

C) Mide independent tailors entirely disappear .--
Dj Forced independent tailors to organize into guilds

3.Underthepressureofmodemindustrialization,artisanalindustrygreatlysuffered

A) Only in EuroPe
' B) Only in the colonies

C) Both in Europe and in the colonies

D) None ofThe Above

4. Worker in a modem factory in a capitalist economy,

A) Can olaim ownership over his tools and the faotory

Bj Has no ownership ofthe factory orlhe tools

C) Ekes out living by selling only his labour power

D) Both B and C

5. Excessive division of labour and specialization led to

A) Re-skilling of worker-artisans
B) De-skilling of worker-artisans
C) Artisans becoming Masters

D) Masters becoming Artisans
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6. 'Working Class' is said to be formed when

A) All workers consider themselves to be members of that class

B) At least some workers consider themselves to be members of that class

C) Class forms whetler or not any workers think of themselves as members of the class

D) None ofThe above

7. 'Class Identity' among workers

A) Erased other identities
B) Sat together with other identities
C) Became more important than other identities
D) Remained less important than other identities

8. Under the older system of industrial production, producers were called

A) Workers
B) Peasants
C) Artisans
D) Artists

9.'Class Consciousness' began to show up in France from the

A) 1820s
B) 1830s
C) 1840s
D) 1850s

I d. Modern Industrialization

A) kd to the increase of confiol for craftsmen ovsr their work process

B) kd to the decrease ofconfiol for craftsmon over their work process

C) ilad no impact on control over work process

D) Atlowed craftsmen to flourish like never before

I l. Guilds organized by the Artisans

A) Acted as consumers ofproduced goods

B) Advertised the produced goods

C) Conducted exchange ofgoods
D) Conholled entry into their tades

4
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12. Banning ofguilds by France in l79l led to a

A) Increase in tho number ofartisans
B) Decrease in the number ofartisans
C) Numbers remained more or less tle same

D) Artisans altogether disappeared

13. Upon completing thoir training Aoprentioes became

A) Intems
B) Full-Time EmploYees
C) Joumeymen
D) Masters

14. Countrios to first indusfialize in Europe were

A) England and GermanY
B) Germany and France

C) England and France
D) GermanY and the Netherlands

15. The method of learning a trade/skill tlrough apprentioeship

A) Can be observed to exist in today's India also

B) Has never existed in lndia
C) Existed, but has now disappeared fiom India

.D) 
None ofthe Above

Part A; Section II

on the basis of carefully reading the comprehension Passage below' Nnswer

questions 15-30.

Theinterwaryearswefemarketlnotonlybydramaticpoliticalupheavals,butby39'" '19
economio deciine which fuelled much of the nationalist llustralion. Many of the crises which

harnmered Indig among them the influenza pandomic of l9l8 and tho Great Depression of the-

iE,jr, ft"a ift"t 
"riginJelsewhere. 

They had nevertheless a derastating impact. After a. period of

*1".i""',tirio'in-themid.lg2Os,theDepressiontouchedofaprecipitousfallin.prices.As.a
,"*tt, tl,. value of crops grown by India's peasantry _fell by one-half, while the 

^counlry's
on..r"ar ru*"t" tor agriootirat produce dried up. To make matters worse the prioes of food and

r"n" .ut riut, fell furtier than those of imported manufactured goods. The squeezo-was made

""* r"* i"t"r"*ule by the fact that the ag4iculturalists' costs, especially their land. taxes and

tn"ir a"cumutntu6 indebiedness, fxed in cas[,'remained unchanged; hence their effective burden

was doubled.

5
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Within Indi4 a vicious combination of population growth and soil exhaustion combined to
worsen the larger impact of the slump. Until the 1920s, Indian's population had been kept in
check by a high death rate, the product of famine, poverty, and disease. Modest improvements in
public health, with the alnost complete disappearance of major famines for thirty years after
1910, set in motion a slow but accelerating growth in population. During the interwar years this
increase amounted on average to over one percent per armum. Unfortunately, population growth

was flot matched by a conesponding increase in food production. To be sure, commercial

cropping expande{ as did the area under inigation. But this was largely confined to the Punjab,

which during these years, the beneficiary ofa vast network of perennial canals fiad by Himalayan
rivers, took up the role it has retained to the present, of South Asia's bread-basket. Elsewhere,

ospecially in India's rice-growing regions, ever more intensive cultivation kept production at best

up to previous levels. As a resul! India saw an overall decline in the per capital output of food
gra.ins. In Bengal, the decline amounted to almost 40 percent over the period from 1 9 1 1 to 1941 

' 
a

shortfall made good only by imports of rice from Burma.

Industry, though still a tiny fraction of the larger Indian economy, fared substantially better than

agriculture. During these years, even though it remained under British rule, India began the
process of disengaging its economy from its long colonial subservience to Britain's. The process

was most visible in India's pre-eminent manufacturing industry,.that of cotton textiles. Textile
imports, which had crested at 2400 million yards of cloth in 1913, fell off dramatically in
subsequent years. By the late 1930s Indian mills had secured up to two-thirds of the domestic

market for piece-goods. At the same time industry began to spread outside its established centres

in westem India, while several communities long active in tade, among them Marwaris and

Cheftiars, for"the first time began investing in manufacturing. The ideals of swadeshi were

recruited to encourage consumer purchases in a growing urban middle-class market.

16. Population growth in India from 1920 was caused by

A) Decline in birth rate

. B) Decline in death rate
C) Decline in both rates
D) lncrease in birth rate

17. Famines declined in frequency and intensity for a period of30 years starting from

A) l9l0
B) 1920
c) 1930
D) 1940

18. Agricultural commercialization and expansion took place in the interwar years in the

following Indian province.

A) Madras
B) Bombay
C) Bengal
D) Punjab
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19. Per capita availability offood declined at the all-India level because of

A) Decline in agricultural productivity
B) Increased infertility of soil
C) Overcrowding of cultivablo land
D) All ofThe Above

20. In the 1930s, India began to import rice from

A) Thailand
B) Burma
C) Ceylon
D) Vietnam

2l . During the interwar years, lndian economy's subservience to the British economy

A) Began to increase
B) Not much changed about it
C) Began to decrease

D) None ofThe Above

22. Which one of the following communities is NOT a traditional trading community?

A) Marwaris
B) Cheftiars
C) Jains

. 
D) Rajputs

23. ln the colonial Indian economy, industial sector was

A) The dominant sector
B) A small seotor
C) Was much smaller than agricultural sector
D) Both B and C

24. Cotton teKile imports from Great Britain were replaced in the first part ofthe 206 centuy by

A) Imports from USA
B) tmports from Africa
C) Khadi and Handlooms
D) Domestic mill-made cloth

1
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25. Swadeshi ideolory had the effect of largely helping

A) Rural sPinners and weavers

B) Urban handloom workers

C) Indian oapitalists
D) Foreign oaPitalists

26. Economic instability and intensity ofnationalist agitation were

A) Directly conneoted
B) IndirectlY connected

C) Not connected
D) InverselY connected

27. Economic DePression imPlies

A) Fall in Prices
B) Fall in outPut
C) Fall in exPorts and imPorts

D) All ofThe Above

28. When the prices ofall the commodities fell, proportionately speaking

A) prices of manufactured goods fell more thai the prices of agricultural commodities

ilj iii.", 
"r "gi".ltural 

coirmodities fell more than the prices of manufaotured goods

C) All fell in equal measure

D) None ofThe Above

29. Influenza pandemic of 1918 which killed more than 10 million Indians

A) Spread from India to other oounties

B) SPread from outside to India

C) Was confrned to India
Di Had multiple origins in India and outside

30. When the prices of agricultural commodities fell' the colonial govemment

A) Reduced the revenue demand in cash terms

Bj Acoepted the revenue payment in kind 
.

Ci nia not reduce the revenue demand in cash terms

D) Increased the revenue domand

8
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PARTB

Indian and World History Questions

3 L First European to disoover the coasts ofNew Zealand, Australia and New Guinea was

A) Thomas Cavendish
B) Francis Drake
C) Ferdinand Magellan
D) James Cook

32. Which South American country does NOT have Spanish as the official language?

A) Argentina
B) Brazil
C) Peru
D) Venezuela

33. Which Canadian province has French as an olficial language?

A) Saskatohewan
B) Nova Scotia
C) Quebec
D) Manitoba

34. Which US province was for sometime under French control and still carries French cultural
influsnce?

A) Minnesota
, B) Wyoming

C) Florida
D) t ouisiana

35. Large-scale immigra.tion of the Irish to fte United States was prompted in the 1840s by

A) Famine of potato crop
B) Famine ofwheat crop
C) Famine of barley crop
D) Famine of rye crop
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36. Alexander the Great lived and ruled in the following century

A) 56 Century BCE @efore Common Era)
B) 4rh Century BCE
C) 3d Century BCE
D) 2d Century BCE

37. The President of the United States at the time of World War I was

A) Theodore Roosevelt
B) Woodrow Wilson
C) Franklin Roosevelt
D) Harry Truman

3g. During the HolocausL believers of the following religion were killed in large numbers

A) Christianity
B) Islam
C) Judaism
D) Zoroastrianism

19. The Kuomintang (KMT) was a political paay in China founded by

A) Sun Yat-Sen
B) Chiang Kai Shek
C) Jhou enlai
D) Zhu de

40. spanish civil war was fought between the loyalists and the nationalists in the decade of

A) 1920s
B) 1930s
C) 1940s
D) 1950s

41. Among the five /inais or physiographic regions ofancient Tamilagam, only four were present

and the fift'h rizci or dosert arose only during times of pestilence. which one ofthe following fits

the description of ths fifth tinat?

A) Mullai
B) Marudam
C) Kutinji
D) Palai

10
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42. Hala composed Gatha Saptasati in what language?

A) Devanagari
B) Sanskrit
C) Paisachi Prakrit
D) Artha Magadhi

43. Kailasa-natha temple, built in the 86 Century CE (Common Era) by the Rashtakutas, is

located at

A) Mahanandi
B) Nathdwara
C) Ellora
D) Ujjain

44. The Purusha Sukta ofthe Rig-Veda referred to the kingly-wanior group as

A) Kshatriya
B) Kshatriya and Rajanya
C) Rajanya
D) None ofThe Above

45. Poftery was fust used in the following cultural period.

A) Mesolithic Period
B) Neolithic Period
C) Chalcolithic Period

.D) Palaeolithic Period

46. Evidence ofthe Brahmi script is available from about

A) 56 Century BCE (Before Common Era)
B) 4d Century BCE
C) 3'd Century BCE
D) 2"d century BcE

47. Arrange the following personalities in chronological order'

1 Aryabhatta;2 Charaka; 3 Sushruta; 4 Varaha-mihira

A) 2-t-4-3
B) 34-2-l
c) 4-3-t-2
D) 3-2-14

1l
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48. The famous trade route Uttara Patha ofthe Kushana period connected which two oftlF
following cities?

A) Ujjain and Mathura
B) Mathura and Taxila
C) Purushapura and Taxila
D) Tamluk and Taxila

49. Which ofthe following statements are correct about the Harappan seals?

1 - Unioom is a froquently depicted animal figure.

2 - Most of the seals are made of ivory,
3 - Some seals havo horse depicted on them'

4 - Some seals have 'conjoined' animals on them.

Choose the correct answer from the following'

A) I and4
B) 2and4
C) 2and3
D) 3and4

50. Anange the following personalities in chronologioal order.

1 Gautamlputra Satakami; 2 Sasanka; 3 Prasenajit; 4 Vindhya'sakti

A) 2-t-3-4
B) 3-r-4-2
cJ 4-3-l-2
D) 34-2-l

51. The toxtual categorization that does NOT apply to the Ramayana is

A) Smriti
B) Sruti
C) Kavya
D) Itihasa

52. In the 2d Century BCE, Mauryan throne was seized by

A) Bactrian Greeks
B) Parthians
C) Pushyamifa Sunga

D) Kharavela

12
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53. SIVA-DHANLJR-VEDA of the 56 and 6s centuries CE is a

A) Political text
B) Legal text
C) Military text
D) Medical text

54. ln the Tamil region of the 8ft Contury CE, power tussles incessantly happened between the

following three dynasties.

A) Cholas, Cheras, PandYas

B) Pandyas, Cheras, Pallavas

C) Cholas, ChalukYas, Cheras

D) Pandyas, Pallavas, ChalukYas

55. Dhillika, the first city of Delhi, was founded in the

A) 6d Century CE
B) 76 Century CE
C) 8s Century CE
D) 9d Century CE

56. The following is NOT a genre explicated in the Natya Sastra of Bharata

A) NatYa
B) Nataka
C) Kavya
D) Itihasa

5T.ThelndiancalendafsystemthatdatesbacktobeforetheCommonEra(AD/CE)isthe
following.

A) Saka Era
B) Vikrama Era
C) Chedi Era
D) Gupta Era

58. The term M{JVENDAR refers to

Lords ofthe three worlds
Rulen of the three traditional polities of Tamilagam: Chola, Chera and Pandya

Title ofthe poet laureate ofthe three Sangams

Rulers of the tl'ree mandalams of Tamilagam

A)
B)
c)
D)

13
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59. Ashoka's Lumbini pillar inscription commemomted

A) Ashoka's conversion to Buddhism

B) Ashoka's land grant to the Buddhist monastery

C) Ashoka's coriquest ofNePal
Dj Ashoka's visit to the Buddha's birthplace

60. The congep ofApad-dhanna' figuring in certain Smriti texts, conveys

A) Special permission to Vaisyas to cross seas

uj eiigitilii to sudras to become kings to protect Dharma

C) Allowance for Vama-sankara
O1 nelaxation in Vama duties during emergencies and times of distress

6l . Which one of the following female Bhakas is associated with Kashmir?

A) Didda
B) Lal Ded
C) Mirabai
D) Bahna Bai

62. The medidval Buddhist traveler Hye'Cho who came to India, came from which following

country?

A) Japan

B) China
C) Korea
D) Mongolia

63 . A stronghold of Africans in westem India was the fort of

A) Toma
B) Singhad
C) Javli
D) Janjira

64. A large proportion of inscriptions ofmedioval south India are connected with

A) Land granb to individuals
B) Land grants to temPles

Ci Land grants to convert forests to settled lands

D) Land grants to reclaim waste land

l4
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65. Yalpana Rajakkal Charitram is a major source of information on the rulers of

A) Sri I,anka
B) Maldives
C) Singapore
D) LakshadweeP

66.Whichsout}rlndiancitywasfamousforinlayworkduringthemedievalperiod?

A) Tanjore
B) Bidar
C) Bijapur
D) Hampi

67. Who introduced the "Du Aspa-Sih Aspa'' rank in the mansabdari system?

A) Akbar
B) Jahangir
C) Shah Jahan

D) Aurangzeb

68. Which one ofthe following Sultans brougbt the Ashokan pillar to Delhi?

A) Ghiyasuddin Tughluq
B) Muhammad bin Tughluq
C) Firuz Tughluq
D) Sikandar Lodhi

69. Who applied the Great Firm Theory to explain the disintegration ofthe Mughal Ernpire?

A) C A BaYIY

B) J F Richards
C) Karen Leonard
D) W C Smith

70. which historian looked upon shivaji as'the most constuetive genius of medieval times"?

A) A RKulkami
B) VASnith
C) Jadunath Sarkar

D) M G Ranade

l5
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7 1 . Which Masnavi of Amir Khusrau describes the political and social conditions of the reign of

Qutubuddin Mubarak Shah?

A) Khazain-ul-Futuh
B) Mifta-ul-Futuh
C) Tughlaq Nama
D) Nuh-iSiPhr

72. In the late 14tr century, the King of Vijayanagar captured Goa and took it away from the

control of

A) Tughluqs
B) KakatiYas
C) Bahmanis
D) Ma'bar Sultanate

73. English East India Company's first factory in India was founded in 1612 at

A) HooghlY
B) Balasore
C) Surat

. D) Calicut

74. Annexation ofAhmadnagar in 1633 by Aurangzeb marked the end of

A) Barid Shahi DYnastY

B) Adil Shahi DYnastY

. C) Nizam Shahi DYnastY

D) Qutb Shahi DYnastY

75. Bombay was ceded by Portugal to England in 1660s for the reason of

A) Victory in war
B) Purchase and sale

C) DiPlomatic gesture

D) Dowry settlement

76. Bijapur and Golconda were annexed by tlre Mughals

A) In the late l6t century

Bi tn the eartY 17d centurY

ci tn the tate l7s century

D) In the earlY l8h century

16
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77. During the reign of which Mughal Emperor did the Jesuit priest Montserrat come to India?

A) Shah Jehan
B) Akbar
C) Aurangzeb
D) Jahangir

78. Which Portuguese Viceroy conquered Goa in 1510?

A) Dupleix
B) Thomas Roe
C) Alfonso de Albuquerque
D) Count de LallY

79. Mark the conect order of the entry of Europeans in India

A) English, Dutch, Portugu.ese, French

B) Portuguose, Dutch, English, French

C) Dutch, Portuguese, French, English

D) Portuguese, English, Dutch, French

80. The medieval text Cheitaron Kumpapa is associated with the region of

A) Manipur
B) Ladakh
C) Assam
D) Tripura

81. After the passing ofthe Charter Act of 1813, the English East India Company'

A) Gained control over lndia trade and China tade
B) Lost control over India trade and China trade

Cj Lost contol over India trade, but retainod control over China trade

Dj Lost control over China fade, but retained control over India trade

82. The frst Govemor General of India under the rule of the English East India company was

A) Robert Clive
B) Wanen Hastings
C) Comwallis
D) WellesleY

l7



-T a-a

83. In Indian history, Eighteenth Century was marked by

A) Political decentralization and economic depline

Bi Political centralization and economic grouth

C) Political centralization but eoonomic decline

Dj tolitical docentalization but economic grotth

84. Under the systern of Permanont Settlement infoduc€d by Lord Comwallis

A) Land revenue demand by tho govemment would^henceforth be raised only in small ralios

Bj Land revenue demand would be raised oncc in 30 years

Cj Zamindars recognized under the system and their legal heirs became pemanent olvners

Dj Land revenue dlmand was fxed in p€rpetuity, once and for all

g5. Christian missionaries were FIRST allowed into India to carry out their preaching under the

provisions of

A) Pitt's India Act of 1784

B) Charter Act of 1793

C) Charter Act of 1 8 1 3

D) Charter Act of 1833

g6. In the opinion of william Jones the famous orientalist, sanskdt literature was equal in stature

to

A) Greek literature
B) Latin literature
C) Arabic literature
D) Persian literature

87. lntroduction ofthe Ryotwari System of land revenue settlement by Thomas Munro was

influenced by the following ideolory/ideologies'

A) Rule of Law, Private ProPertY

B) Paternalism, Orientalism
C) Utilitarianism
D) Laissez Faire

SS.TheruralgentyofAwadhwhoputupstiffrosistancetothoBritishduringtheRevoltoflS5T
were called

A) Zamindan
B) Jagirdan
C) Taluqdars
D) Inamdars

18
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gg. Froedom ofPress was oflicially introducBd in India during the govemor-generalship of

A) Lord Amherst
B) William Bentinck
C) Charles Metcalfo
D) Lord Auckland

90. Rammohun Roy's Persian treatise on comparative religion went by the name of

A) Nuh-i-Siphr
B) Dabistan-iMazahib
C) Mifta-ul-Futuh
D) Tuhfat-ul-Muwahhiddin

gl. The Army Division which took the most important part in the Revolt of 1857 was the

A) UP Army
B) Bihar ArmY
C) Bengal ArmY
D) BombaY ArmY

92. Dalhousie annexed Awadh in 1856, but a part ofthat province was already ceded to the

British in 1801 under the terms ofthe Subsidiary Alliance. The part of Awadh ceded to the

British in l80l was renamed by the British as

A) Northwestern Province (NWP)

B) Northwestem Frontier Province (NWIP)
C) United Provinces (JP)

. D) Central Provinces (CP)

93. The following community was NOT classified by the colonial authorities as a 'martial race'

A) Gurkha
B) Kayastha
C) Maratha
D) Rajput

94. The following two social reformers actively contributed to the reformist cause of widow

remarriage

A) Rammohun Roy and Debendranath Tagore

B) VidYasagar and Viresalingam
C) Tilak and Bhandarkar
D) Gokhale and BiPin Chandra Pal

t9
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g5.Inthelatenineteenthcentury,IndiansoldiersofthecolonialarmydidNOTperformservice
in the following African country

A) EgPt
B) Uganda
C) Sudan
D) Algeria

g6.ThepolitioalbackdropforRabindranathTagore'sfamousnovel.GhareBhaire,(TheHome

and the World, published 1914) was provided by

A) Swadeshi Movement
B) Home Rule Movement
C) Anti-Rowlatt Aot Agitation
D) Non-CooPeration Movement

97. Revolutionaries who were involved in throwing a bomb at Viceroy Hardinge at Delhi in 1912

A) Kshudiram Basu and hafulla Chaki

nj nasmenari Bose and Sachin Sanyal

C) VD Savarkar and Madanlal Dhingra

D) Hemachandra Kanungo and Pulin Das

98. Predecessor for Dravidian parties in the Madras Presidency was

A) Freedom PartY

B) Swaraj PartY

. C) Justice Party
D) RePublican Foundation

99. Lieutenant Govemor of Punjab during the Jallianwala Bagh massacre was

A) Reginald DYer
B) Michael O'DwYer
C) Louis William Dane

D) Edward Douglas Maclagan

100. During the Quit lndia Movemen! the following socialist leader set up a "provisional

govemmont" at the NePal border

A) Ram Manohar Lohia
B) Ajoy Ghosh
C) Narendra Dev
D) JaYaPrakash NaraYan
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